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were sent to trade], then the princess, in her own
presence, inquires of them the state and manners of such
country, and hears [their different accounts]. Once
it so happened that this meanest [of her slaves] went
to the country and city of Nimroz1 to trade, and per-
ceiving that all the inhabitants were dressed in black,
and that they sighed and wept every moment, and it
appeared to me that some sad calamity had befallen
them. Prom whomsoever I asked the reason [of these
strange circumstances], no one would answer mv
inquiry. One day, the moment the morning appeared,
all the inhabitants of the city, little and great, young
and old, poor and rich, issued forth. They went out
and assembled on a plain; the king of the countiy
went there also mounted on horseback, and surrounded
by his nobles; then they all formed a regular line,
and stood still.

" I also stood among them to see the strange sight,
for it clearly appeared that they were waiting for [the
arrival of] some one. In an hour's time a beautiful
young man, of an angelic form, about fifteen or sixteen
years of age, uttering a loud noise, and foaming at
the mouth, and mounted on a dun bull, holding
something in one hand, approached from a distance,
and came up in front of the people; he descended
from the h all, and sat down [oriental fashion] on the
ground, holding the halter of the animal in one hand,
and a naked sword in the other; a rosy-coloured,
beautiful [attendant] was with him; the young man
gave him that which he held in his hand; the slave

1 Nimroz is that part of Persia which comprehends the provinces of
Sijistan and Mikrd^ towards the south-east.